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RAETTE -MEREBITH 'S ART FOR A LIENING

She's an indomitable force in the North State
arts community. An AmeriCorps Vista Volunteer,
Ractre Meredith works with Shasta Couney Ares
Council and others who promote the arts to prove
thar artises can make a living ar their crafr. Not
only dows Meredith paing profusely, she works
tirclessly o bring attention to the wealth of talent
.Llll.{ ares I'.'il-sl{.l,'_ 100 in 1J|_r; ,-\:u: L|:1 Sl_,’ltl_'_

I'wo current projects have pur Meredith’s
passions and talents to good use in her role as an
Americorps Vista Voluneeer with Shasea County
Arts Council. She is inscrumental in coordi ing
and promoting ARTSMART, an event thar will
be held ar the Mr. Shasea Mall on
Ocrober 17 o demonstrate the
talent here in the Norch Stre, More
than 30 performing and visual
arcises will enterrain the public and
address the guestion; *How do vou
SUrVIvE 35 An arcse? "

Her other project was borne
out of her perceprionofa great
hunger in transplanred civy folks
to discover artsand culture in
our more rical communiey, She
envisioned a “one-stop \Jl.l:l|!'i:li.l'|1|_'l. guide toares
cducation opportunities: She has designed and
produced "Artazine,” an online resource thar lises
ares education opportunities for all ages byovpe of
class, age group, lecation, dcmwipri-nl. INSErCTon
biographies and more; Parents can go to the onling
site to fnd what is available for cheir licde dancers,
paincers, writers and musteians, Adulos can find
outr where to take ballroom dancing, porcelain
painting clisses and thespian warkshops, among
many athers. The quarterly web magazine also
promotes the work of local artises chronghour each
issue, beaturing the work of one artist on the cover.

Anartist born into a whole family with
expressive talent, Meredith has studied arr since
age 1%, She studied digital animanion at Venrura
Adule ( ontinuing | ducartion, a technical school
in Southern California, and rraditional animation
at the Norch American Instirure of Animation in
North Hollywood. Her passion is painting with
acrylics in themes thar poreray movement. She says
she would go to every baller if she could. *I feel
the things I see” she explains. She loves to “carch
people in motion.” Dancers are perfect subjecrs,
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people can'n.

Meredich s‘.\'plii-’ﬁ chiat paineing is “my sAniTy.”
A selF-described “type A personaliny.” she says,
“It’s the one thing I can do and sit suill for, s a
physical need.” She is currently painting faeries
an arcempt to caprure the magic she sees in the
imaginations of her two girls, who are Gand 7

vears old. She intends o rainT a facrie a day for one

vear. Meredith explains that she is always pushing
.

.|1.{_1 sce the improvement in her

herself and can:
faces from her firse Facric to the one she'’s painting
now. Many of these paintings will be published in
a book enrided Faerie Advenmures, with 250 firse-
pin edition ~i;_‘\|:cd copies to be sold ar
4 an event scheduled for Seprember.
Mot lung ago, Meredich
challenged herself eo use only
five colors, credting a unigue and
distinguishable paleree. "It is less
about color and more abour E;mhr.g
the righe light," she savs: Her final
test for a piece is o di:__',ui.r.c thee
painting, rurn it into black and
whire on the compurer and then
ook for depth and flar spots. Flae
arcas indicare that the piece needs more wark.

Meredich seesher painting as a legacy. T wane
to paing for the rese of my life” she proclims.

She numbers everything. “This jsn't a hobby: ic’s
cverything L am: | want to paine and be the best, a
master, for my generation.”

In addizion o her own arcwork, volunteér
acrivities and raising a young family, Meredich
designs websires for arists and small businesses,
Her mission reflects her desire to helpochers
achieve cheir goals wich as licele stress and as
limited 4 cost as possible. With characreristic flair,
her web designs provide a window into the heares
of their hoses,

More information abour Ractee Meredich’s
projects, artwork, where to sec her work and web
design can be found on the follow ing wihsires:
Shasthartscouncil.ong: Arcazinc.ong;

Artbyractre.com; and Todavsardscs.com «




